
November 2020 

Dear Families, 

Winter weather is certainly beginning in the Columbia Gorge. The blustery days of fall are becoming 

a bit colder, and with that change in season comes consideration of how to handle school delays and 

closures. I am new to this community, but am familiar with the challenges that accompany deciding 

how to handle inclement weather and school schedules. Still, I appreciate your support and patience 

as I learn the nuances of our weather patterns and road conditions. 

This year is unique in that it is the first that all students have an electronic device to access school 

remotely. Bringing computers home from school each day makes it possible for classes to pivot to 

remote learning immediately. This option provides another learning opportunity for days when 

roadways may not be safe for travel. I recognize that there is a wish for some normalcy, and that this 

may include a traditional “snow day” where there is no attendance of any kind. It is my hope to 

balance the need to focus on learning while allowing some chance for typical snow day breaks as 

reflected in our district calendar. You will be notified which mode of instruction, remote or non-

attendance (day off), when the announcement is made about school closures. 

Many factors are considered when deciding if school opening should be cancelled or delayed. I will 

be in close collaboration with our transportation director, as well as Skamania County road crews, to 

decide what is safest for our school district. In addition, I will carefully consider weather projections, 

availability of power, and the safety of returning students home at the end of the day. Our team will 

do our very best to make a safe decision as soon as enough information is available. 

Information will be sent though an automated voice message via our School Messenger system, as 

well as to media outlets and posting on the district website at www.scsd303.org. Reports over the TV 

and radio will identify our school district as Stevenson-Carson School District NOT Skamania (a 

separate school district). It is important that your phone and email information is accurate in our 

Skyward system, as this is how messages are sent. Please check with your school office if your 

contact information needs updated. Phone calls will go out at approximately 6:00 in the morning. If 

you wish to be on the early list that goes out around 5:00 am, please call the district office at (509) 

427-5674. 

We will prepare for the impact of severe weather on schools through planning, and families can help 

by knowing bus snow routes ahead of time. These routes are posted on the district website. Do reach 

out if there are any questions, and know that no matter the decision made about school closures, 

some will disagree or be inconvenienced. I thank you in advance for your support and understanding 

as I do the very best I can to make the right decisions. The priority will always be safety, and on that 

I know we can all agree. I look forward to my first winter in the Columbia Gorge and hope for your 

health and wellbeing this season. 

Sincerely, 

Ingrid L. Colvard 

Ingrid L. Colvard, Superintendent 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/VN0I6xEVD_ELdTuPIvm4Yg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhj0dQP0QWaHR0cDovL3d3dy5zY3NkMzAzLm9yZ1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAEfQE65fb0yeh1ITbWFyaW5vc0BzY3NkMzAzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~

